Hormonal mediation of reproductive behavior.
Reproductive capability requires synchronization of both endocrine and behavioral components of reproduction. The classic view of reproductive behavior was that there was simply direct stimulation of a behavioral response by the appropriate gonadal steroid. However, it has become clear with recent developments in the field of behavioral endocrinology that the relationship of hormonal and behavioral processes is complex. In addition to the complexity of the mechanisms involved, other factors, both social and environmental, influence both the endocrine and behavioral responses. This paper provides an overview of selected issues within the field of behavioral endocrinology which deal with mechanisms of hormonal induction of behavior at various stages of the life cycle and with factors that interact with these processes.